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Goldsmiths school takeover collapses
But education still under threat

Goldsmiths University’s attempt to set up a ‘trust’ to
takeover the running of 3 secondary schools in the north
of Lewisham has ended in failure. The idea of using a
trust is a new method of effectively privatising schools –
removing them permanently from any kind of democratic
control (and while the council isn’t that democratic it’s better than the opaque workings of an unaccountable body
like the trust).
It’s also part of the ongoing process of favouring a certain
kind of aspirational ‘middle class friendly’ education
(which i call “blazerisation”) which includes the transfer of
primary schools to the Haberdashers empire (Monson
school transferred last year and they are now targeting
Merlin school in Downham) instead of schools being genuinely comprehensive hearts of their community.

Martin Powell-Davies, Lewisham NUT Secretary, said:
“This is tremendous news for everyone who supports
comprehensive education. The Trust was always a halfbaked idea. Its supporters were never able to show how a
Trust would really benefit education. It would have taken
staff out of Council employment and would have been a
significant step towards the break-up of Local Authority
schooling in the borough. We hope that we can now work
together to strengthen genuine partnership between
schools, not a divisive Trust”.

Des Freedman, UCU Secretary at Goldsmiths, said: “We
are delighted that the proposers of the Trust have finally
seen sense. We hope that they will continue to demonstrate their support for comprehensive education and not
be swayed by the false promises from the Conservatives
for more Academies”.

Government
Schools Plans
(Martin Powell-Davies, Lewisham NUT)

The new Government has put the whole future of comprehensive state education under threat. Education Secretary Michael Gove is rushing an Academies Bill through
Parliament at such a rapid speed that hundreds more
schools could become Academies by September - and he
wants many more to follow. This could just be the start of
a complete break-up of planned Local Authority schooling.
Gove wants to put "rocket boosters" under the Academies
programme.

Parents' groups and education businesses will also be encouraged to set up similar 'free schools' to compete existing provision. As a 'Whitehall source' told the Guardian
soon after the coalition was formed, these plans are
"about getting local authorities out of the picture". They
are intended to turn the creeping part-privatisation of education under Labour into a full-blown dismantling of the
state education system. Education will be stolen from
local control and handed to education profiteers to run as
chains of privatised schools.

Save
Goldsmiths
Nursery

On 8th June 2010, parents and nursery staff were told by
a member of Goldsmiths College’s Senior Management
Team that in 3 months’ time, they plan to completely close
the college’s nursery. Staff and Students have asked for
an enquiry into the handling of the whole matter. Meetings
informing staff and students were only announced with 24
hours notice, resulting in inevitably poor attendance at
meetings crucial to the livelihood of many staff and students.
The atmosphere in the Nursery is special; educational,
creative, friendly and safe. It is very rare to find the kind
of care, support and attention to children that you find at Goldsmiths Nursery. It is a central part of College life,
and should be respected and nurtured
as such. The kind of care offered enables staff to return to work after maternity leave and students to return to their
studies as parents, in the full knowledge that their children will be well
looked after, nearby and safe.
The nursery has been poorly handled
for many years, without proper consideration of the facts, with great stress
placed upon nursery staff and users.
The nursery is a great asset to the college, and needs your support in calling
for its closure to be halted to allow for
full review. The decision to close the
nursery is unsafe, based on flawed

analysis of the nursery working party’s suggestions, and
in any case it makes no sense to close the nursery without a detailed review of the nursery and its costs by a field
expert.

Lewisham
Bridge Latest

http://savegoldsmithsnursery.org/ and on facebook

The Council’s new plans for Lewisham Bridge were recently unveiled. They include another ‘decant’ to the
Mornington Centre and a reduced size of new school on
the Lewisham Bridge site to a 3 form entry (down from a 4
form entry which was already inadequate). There is however an extra complicating factor - The Mornington Centre
is currently being used by the recently fire damaged Monson School (now controlled by Haberdashers and renamed ‘Temple Grove’), which is still a long way from
being ready to be re-occupied, leaving Monson school
concerned about where they will be housed.
It seems that the Council are desperate to push through
their plans even when it’s clear that it will create a serious
shortfall in the short term and won’t even provide enough
new capacity when complete. Parents from Lewisham
Bridge and Monson are curently meeting to see how they
can work together to make sure their children’s education
isn’t unduly disrupted.

The ‘One Party
State’ Continues

Lewisham has long been a one party state; even after
2006 when notionally it was no over all control, a Labour
Mayor ensured one party rule. After the 2010 elections
this is far more obvious – not only do Labour have an absolute majority, but the so-called opposition has been
routed. The Greens going from 6 councillors to one,
should make them reflect that people expected more from
them than cosy deals. The loss of two socialist councilors
and decline in the Lib Dem vote again show that pluralism
is not going to be part of the council debate in the next four
years - more ʻclunking fistʼ than ʻall the talentsʼ.

The election maths can only be an endorsement of Labour
and this is how it will be interpreted by them. So much for
representative democracy and machine based politics.
Real democracy of the kind suggested by Community Action Lewisham is something very different – not a sacrifice
of principle over a pursuit of power but a real questioning
of the inequalities that underpin our lives and the vested interest that perpetuates it.
Having a one party state simply makes more blatant the
operating principles of those who run Lewisham, a day to
day politics of brutalism that crushes opposition and runs a
veneer of superficial consultation events (including council
controlled local assemblies – think who holds the money
and the pittance it is compared with the millions retained in
council). Community action is always going to be the antithesis of party political domination – we need to hold a
mirror up to the short cuts local politicians take in the name
of community and show another world is possible

Food, Not
Bombs

There are 4 million people in the UK suffering from food
insecurity, and yet the UK throws away 50% of its food.
Good quality food. The simple premise of Food Not Bombs
is to unite this food with the people who need it. Conceived
in February and up and running by March, a group of
friends found some bakeries and farm shops and asked
them: would they donate their surplus food if it could go to
homeless hostels? At the time, those shops were actally
paying for their food to be thrown away. They were only too
happy to oblige.
By April, the group was supplying residents of two homeless hostels with a three course meal once a week, as well
as food for them to cook with for the rest of the time, all
from food that would have otherwise been thrown away.
The group is autonomous and run by volunteers and with
virtually no budget – all the food is donated and the hostels
give their kitchens for free in return for the free meal. The
only costs are petrol, and some occasional flour and
spices.
The Council are using the budget cuts as an excuse not to
run such a scheme (they would have to pay for staff, a
van, etc.) so we, the people of South East London, will

have to do it ourselves – the more volunteers we have the
more food we can get to people who need it. We already
get donated more food than we can physically carry! We
are particularly looking for drivers. Please join us!

bexleyfoodnotbombs@googlemail.com
http://bldfoodnotbombs.moonfruit.com/

Cut Cut Cut

As everyone knows we are on the cusp of a vicious round
of cut backs to public services and campaigns to stop
these cuts. In the face of ʻausterity measuresʼ can we ask
the unthinkable—is ʻfighting the cutsʼ the right thing to do?
After 3 decades or more, and for many of us this encompasses our entire adult lives, all the mainstream left has
ever offered is to ʻfight the cutsʼ. I think it is obvious by now
that this strategy doesnʼt work. It is a rear-guard action, an
organised retreat and on balance has only resulted in digging us in deeper. In spite of hard work and good intentions, a ʻfight the cutsʼ agenda has only served to set us up
for the next round of cuts.
The response to this might be ʻOK, sure, but realistically
what else can we do?ʼ The answer is for us to figure it out
for ourselves, collectively with others in similar situations.
We arenʼt presenting the blue-print to the future society.
This is where we are right now – the will to want more, and
encouraging self-organised ways to get it

The Future of
Deptford

In a year Deptford will be changed dramatically. With the
completion of the first phase of the Distillery by Deptford
Bridge DLR, the 26 story tower with 219 units, (to be complimented later with further 9, 5 and 3 storey blocks), along
with Millennium Quays, Glasshouse, Silkworks, Paynes &
Borthwick Wharves (261 units) and the giant
Creekside Village (over 800 units). The area will
see over 1500 new residential units, and almost all
of these expensive flats for people to buy. The
neighbourhood is being turned into a bedroom
community for Canary Wharf.

local boys and girls to participate in this socially cohesive
active sport. It will be a skatepark for everyone. The campaign have done a fantastic job in attracting funding but
are now searching for an appropriate venue. After a number of meetings, including the Telegraph Hill Local Assembly, it now seems like consenus is that this should be
Telegraph Hill Lower park.

The Group is also now trying to get some temporary measures in place to get the kids off the streets, especially with
the summer holidays approaching. Edmund Waller has offered space, and they have been told that they can set up
temporary ramps for 1 day a week on the basketball court.
However they need to raise more money for insurance and
sessional worker/s in order to make this happen.
skateparkactiongroup@hotmail.co.uk

Deptford Job
Centre Campaign
Back On?

It seems that Job Centre Plus have reneged on their previous concession to campaigners to keep the Deptford Job
Centre open. Regional secretary for the Public and Commercial Services Union Tony Reay said: “All indications
were that Job Centre Plus were going to fund a new agreement. But now theyʼve turned around and said ʻweʼre not
funding it - youʼre closingʼ.
Reay continued, “Itʼs going to make a grave difference to
the area. Aside from the register of 2,000 unemployed,
there are plenty of others claiming income support. Theyʼll
no longer have a job centre. The nearest will be Catford
and to go there is quite stressful if you have no money you canʼt exactly push a pram all the way there.”

This is sometimes refereed to as ʻregenerationʼ but
will inevitably displace people living here through
higher rents, unsuitable upmarket shops & restaurants, gated communities and further surveillance
etc. This is the joke of ʻimproving a communityʼ by
forcing out current residents. No-one gave consent
to this. Everyone living here should know what lies
ahead, and if it is too late to stop this round, we
must register our views publicly with a view to sharing our contempt and desire for something else.

Skatepark for
Telegraph Hill

The people of Telegraph hill are campaigning for a
skatepark in their local area. This will enable the

Community Action Lewisham is a new group for anyone who thinks that people and communities should
take action for themselves on the things that affect them, rather than relying on politicians.

We support and participate in local campaigns, spread information and ideas and help create effective ways
of working to achieve practical improvements in our everyday lives. We want you to tell us your concerns,
problems, the things you want changed and work together to achieve them – whether youʼre an existing campaign that wants to find new ideas and support or youʼre the only one that knows about an issue and want to
start something, we want to hear from you. Because unless we work together the prospects for ordinary people,
in this era of cuts, look bleak.
Come along to our regular meetings every first Wednesday of the month Upstairs at the Amersham
Arms, New Cross. Get in touch with us at : CommunityActionLewisham@googlemail.com Follow us on
Twitter ( CActionLewisham )
and on Facebook or see our blog at http://CommunityActionLewisham.wordpress.com

